Programme (Self) Censorship: New Challenges for Freedom of Expression in Europe
Panel 1
Personal experiences with freedom of expression in Europe


Video message Flemming Rose - Journalist
Flemming Rose is Opinion and Culture Editor of Jyllands-Posten, Denmark's largest newspaper, since 2009. He joined the paper in 2004 as its Culture Editor, and in 2005 he commissioned the cartoons of the prophet Mohammed that sparked riots across the Muslim world. Previously he spent 14 years abroad as a foreign correspondent for Jyllands-Posten and Berlingske Tidende, 11 years in the Soviet Union and Russia and 3 years in Washington DC. Rose has a BA in Russian language and literature from the University of Copenhagen and worked as a translator before he became a journalist. He has translated several novels – as well as the political memoirs of Mikhail Gorbachev and Boris Yeltsin – from Russian into Danish. He is also the author of The Catastrophe that did not happen: Russia in Change 1992-1996 (1997) and American Voices (2006), and has contributed essays to several anthologies. In autumn 2010 his book about the cartoon crisis will be published in Denmark.


Lars Vilks -Artist 
Lars Vilks, artist and PhD in History of Art, Professor in Art Theory in Bergen Art Academy, Norway, 1997-2003, known for his land art pieces Nimis and Arx 1980-. He lives and works in South of Sweden. In 2007 he started a controversy when portraying "The Prophet M. as a Round about Dog. The process art piece has been expanding especially during 2010, when the artist was stopped by a Muslim mob during a lecture at the University in Uppsala. A week later Fundamentalist Muslims tried to burn down his home. The artist has no political agenda, he works as an artist.


Naema Tahir - Author 

Naema Tahir (1970, Slough, England) is a British-Dutch writer and human rights lawyer, of Pakistani origin. Tahir read Dutch and International Law at Leiden University. She worked as a lawyer for ten years at various Dutch Ministries and the UNHCR (as protection officer in Lagos, Nigeria). She was a lawyer at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, specialized in economic and social human rights. Tahir has authored books on the empowerment of Muslim women, their human rights and reproductive rights, identity, migration and integration, published in the Netherlands. "Een Moslima ontsluiert" (A Muslim woman unveils, 2005, Houtekiet) dealt with the effects of migration on Islamic identity. The bestselling "Kostbaar Bezit" (Prized Possession, 2006, Prometheus) was a controversial novel on the reproductive and sexual rights of three Muslim women living in Lahore, Pakistan. The novel "Eenzaam heden" (Lonesome today, 2008 Prometheus) dealt in a humoristic manner with the issue of identity of an isolated Pakistani family in London who find themselves mildly radicalising. In October 2008 "Green Riding Hood and the converted wolf" was launched – fairy tales on Muslims and morality in the West. Tahir is currently working on a novel about forced marriages to be launched in October 2010 by Publishing House The Geus.  Tahir featured in the book "Derde Feministische Golf" (Third Feminist Wave, 2006 Houtekiet) by Dirk Verhofstadt (brother to the former Belgium Prime-Minister) who considers Tahir to belong to the avant garde of women in the Netherlands who strive towards the emancipation of and respect for the freedoms of Muslim women.  
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Julian Assagne - WikiLeaks 
WikiLeaks is a multi-jurisdictional public service designed to protect whistleblowers, journalists and activists who have sensitive materials to communicate to the public. Since July 2007, WikiLeaks worked across the globe to obtain, publish and defend such materials, and, also, to fight in the legal and political spheres the broader principles such as the integrity of our common historical record and the rights of all peoples to create new history. WikiLeaks combines the protection and anonymity of cutting-edge cryptographic technologies with the comfortable presentation style of Wikipedia. WikiLeaks information is distributed across many jurisdictions, organizations and individuals. Once a document published it is essentially impossible to censor.
The Pentagon has a manhunt currently underway for Wikileaks' founder Julian Assange.

Birgitta Jonsdottir-  Member of Parliament, Iceland 
Birgitta Jonsdottir is a poet, journalist, internet pioneer, activist and a publisher. She was elected to the Icelandic parliament in April 2009 on behalf of a movement aiming for democratic reform beyond party politics of left and right. Birgitta managed to rally support from all parties in the Icelandic Parliament for the Icelandic Modern Media Initiative, a proposal for a parliamentary resolution for Iceland to strongly position itself legally with regard to the protection of freedoms of expression and information. 
Birgitta has served as the Chairman of the Movement Parliamentary Group since 2009.
She is currently a member of the Parliamentary Review Committee on the SIC report, of the Committee on the Environment, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and a member of the Icelandic delegation to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. Birgitta is also a part of International Network of Parliamentarians’ for Tibet (INPaT) and an active volunteer for WikiLeaks projects.


William Bennett- Barrister specializing in Defamation Law
William Bennett is a London-based barrister.  He is a leading specialist in legal actions concerning the balance to be drawn between the right to freedom of speech and the rights to reputation and privacy (full profile at: http://www.5rb.com/member/fullprofile/william_bennett).  He is a member of Inforrm (http://inforrm.wordpress.com/), which publishes a freedom of speech blog committed to providing a forum for the debate about where and how to balance the need for freedom of speech with the individual’s rights to privacy and reputation.

